
When we talk about 
inclusion, it’s often in 
broad, ambitious terms. 
But for our family, 
it once looked like 
something wonderfully 
simple—a wheelchair 

ramp, hand-built by a grandfather with 
quiet determination and deep love.

Our daughter Mia, who had severe  
cerebral palsy, found joy in many places, 
but her favorite was my father’s back patio. 
Wanting her to be part of every Sunday 
BBQ and family dinner, my dad built a 
custom ramp so she could roll right into 
the heart of the action. He did it because 
he believed everyone deserves a way in—
and they did. Mia’s cousins played on it 
too, turning that ramp into a pathway for 
laughter, connection, and belonging.

That same spirit of thoughtful inclusion 
came to life again this spring, when  
Key Construction generously transformed 
our Kids’ Point playground. Just in time 
for preschool graduation, their team 
rebuilt our aging stage using sustainable 
materials—and, without being asked, 
designed it with a wheelchair ramp so that 
every child, regardless of ability, could take 
part in the celebration.

Key Construction also surprised us by refinishing picnic tables and 
benches, creating a refreshed, inclusive space where all kids can 

gather, play, and grow together.

Thanks to supporters and partners like 
you, moments like these aren’t just rare 
exceptions—they’re becoming the norm. 
You’re helping us build a future where 
access is expected, and belonging is felt by 
every child, every day.

With gratitude and hope,

Rachel Banning, President
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Kayden with Key Construction workers on ramp



Five-year-old Ember knows everyone and isn’t shy about 
asking questions or taking the lead on an activity in her 
Pre-Kindergarten classroom at Rainbows Kids’ Point. Her 
mother, Gemma says, “I have noticed Ember become 
more confident and be her own person since going to 
Rainbows. She has always been outgoing, but  
Rainbows has really helped her work on her  
peer-to-peer relationships and how to respect  
others while not dimming herself.” 

Gemma also notes that Ember’s conflict resolution skills 
have developed positively. “She has always been a little 
more aggressive at times when things do not go her way 
and she has come a long way in that regard from when 
she first started at Rainbows. She has more patience and 
can move through disappointment much quicker.”

The family had been familiar with Rainbows through 
volunteering and the fact that Ember’s grandmother 
Mary Jane, has worked at Rainbows since 2006, but 
when there was an emergency situation and Gemma 
needed a place for her daughter during the day she 
could trust, Rainbows was the answer. 

Today, we celebrate a big milestone for our littlest 
learners — Preschool Graduation! It’s hard to believe 
how much they’ve grown in just one short year. From 
learning the alphabet to making their first friendships, our 
preschoolers have worked hard, laughed often, and filled 
our classrooms with joy and wonder.

Graduation isn’t just about moving up to kindergarten 
— it’s about recognizing the courage it takes to try new 
things, the determination behind every new skill learned, 
and the creativity that comes so naturally to our young 
students. Whether it was sharing toys, learning how to 
write their names, or proudly reciting a poem at circle 
time, each child has had a journey worth celebrating.

Today, we watched with pride as our little graduates 
walked across the stage in tiny caps, beaming with 
confidence and excitement. They sang songs, received 
their diplomas, and gave their teachers tight hugs that 
meant the world.

To the parents — thank you for trusting us with your 
children and being our partners in nurturing their early 
education. To our amazing teachers — your patience, 
dedication, and love have helped shape curious minds 
and kind hearts.

And to our graduates — congratulations! Kindergarten 
awaits with even more adventures, stories, and 
discoveries. You’ve made us proud, and we can’t wait to 
see all the amazing things you’ll do next.
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Hats Off to Our Preschool Graduates!

Grandmother Mary Jane, Graduate Ember and Mother Gemma celebrate Ember’s 
Pre-Kindergarten graduation at Rainbows.

Read more of  
Ember’s story here

By Autumn Hutchison, Early Childhood Education Teacher, Room 6


